
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
INCOMING 9TH GRADE 2019-2020 

 

Novel: A Walk to Remember  Author: Nicholas Sparks 

 

 

Be ready to test on the following material when you get back to school. If you need help or 

have any questions over the summer, email me @ mpinson@maypearlisd.org 

 

 

*Get a spiral notebook and divide into 4 even parts. 

 

Section 1: Vocabulary 

Complete the vocabulary list that is attached. Each word should include a definition, an 

antonym or synonym-when possible and a drawing.  (Remember, the drawing is used only 

for an association and does not have to be brilliant.) 

 

Section 2: Questions 

Complete the list of questions in complete sentences. You do not need to write the question. 

 

Section 3: Reading Log 

Keep the Dates and Pages you read. Write a 5-line response with each entry. You need to 

have a minimum of 10. 

 

Section 4: 8 Parts of Speech 

List and define the 8 parts of speech. Be able to diagram sentences, understanding how 

each word functions.  
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A Walk to Remember 
Nicholas Sparks 

Section 1: Vocabulary 

 

accentuate 

It’s a difficult situation, but she accentuates the positive and does 

not get overwhelmed. 

 

accommodate 

The lab can accommodate up to 30 students at one time. 

 

accumulate 

Dr. Finch became a bone man, practiced in Nashville, played the 

stock market with shrewdness, and by the time he was forty-five he 

had accumulated enough money to retire and devote all his time to 

his first and abiding love, Victorian literature, a pursuit that in itself 

earned him the reputation of being Maycomb County’s most 

learned licensed eccentric. 

Harper Lee  --  Go Set a Watchman 

 

allot 

She allotted part of the yard for the dogs and part for a garden. 

 

alternative -- as in:  an alternative plan 

Let’s think of at least three alternatives before we decide what 

to do. 

 

although 

Although she knows a lot about the business, she still has a lot to 

learn from her mother. 

 

amass 

On one side of her, a torch-juggler has amassed a large crowd, and 

on the other, a Tribal Kehanni spins her tales, her voice rising and 

swooping like a bird in flight. 

Sabaa Tahir  --  An Ember in the Ashes 

 

Amazon River 

Most people associate the Amazon River with Brazil. 

 

 

 

 



anguish 

I felt unbearable anguish when my 4-year-old child died from 

brain cancer. 

apparent 

The effects of the drought are apparent to anyone who sees the 

dry fields. 

 

approach 

Winter is approaching. 

 

appropriate -- as in:  it is appropriate 

These clothes aren’t appropriate for work. 

 

assume 

I assume she was at school today, but I don’t remember actually 

seeing her. 

 

atone 

To atone for sins is a common religious theme. 

 

attribute -- as in:  It is an attribute of... 

She described his physical attributes. 

 

averse 

averse to taking risks 

 

baptism 

She was baptized at the same church as her grandmother. 

 

Bern 

Bern is the federal city (de facto capital) of Switzerland. 

 

bona fide 

But of bona fide wolves …. there was not one in sight. 

Farley Mowat  --  Never Cry Wolf 

 

bound 

There was an accident in the south-bound lanes. 

 

Chapter 11 bankruptcy 

They filed for Chapter 11 protection. 

 



Charles Dickens 

He loved ocean currents and architecture and Charles Dickens, and 

his variousness made her feel limited, overspecialized. 

Anthony Doerr  --  All the Light We Cannot See 

 

Cold War 

The Russian invasion transformed Zia from an international pariah 

to the great defender of freedom in the Cold War. 

Malala Yousafzai  --  I Am Malala 

 

commotion 

looked up to see what caused the commotion 

 

communism 

A challenge with communism is that it is harder to know how to 

allocate capital when prices are subjective rather than the product of 

individual valuations. 

 

composure 

After I regained my composure, I thanked her for telling me about 

the problem. 

 

comprehend 

I don’t think she comprehends how dangerous this has become. 

 

compulsion 

I had a compulsion to tell the brutal truth. 

 

conceit -- as in:  confident, but not conceited 

Her conceit will be her downfall. 

 

conflict 

Violent conflict has broken out again in the Middle East. 

 

confront 

You must confront your problems. 

 

congregation -- as in:  the congregation voted 

It’s a casual congregation where many people wander into 

services late. 

 

 

 

 



conjunction 

Phrases, such as "as well as" can also serve as a conjunction. 

constant 

The history of computers is a history 

of constant technological advancement. 

 

Cuba 

He was always flying to Cuba on business. 

Judy Blume  --  In the Unlikely Event 

 

curveball 

The curveball was huge and sloping, and with a 12-mph differential 

from the fastball. 

 

cynical 

The experience made her overly cynical. 

 

default 

I always override the default options.. 

 

dejected 

She is dejected but trying to look cheerful. 

 

demeanor 

a grave demeanor 

 

denomination 

Downtown synagogues, mosques and churches of 

various denominations joined to assist the homeless. 

 

deranged 

a deranged mind 

 

descend 

We saw the rocket descend. 

 

despondent 

When her mother died, she was so despondent it was hard for her to 

get out of bed. 

 

 

 

 



diagnose 

She diagnosed the disease as... 

digress 

She always digresses when telling a story. 

 

dilemma 

It is an ethical dilemma. 

 

diligent 

She’s the kind of diligent worker we want to hire. 

 

direct 

I walked directly to work. 

 

dishearten 

It is disheartening that so few community college students graduate 

with a degree. 

 

disheveled 

Her clothing was disheveled. 

 

dynamic 

a dynamic speaker 

 

earnest 

Both sides were deeply in earnest, even passionate. 

 

ego 

She has such an inflated ego, she probably thinks we planned the 

whole thing for her. 

 

elaborate 

Please elaborate on the reasons you think this is the best plan. 

 

elapse 

three years elapsed 

 

emerge 

China recently emerged as a world power. 

 

 

 

 



endure -- as in:  endured the pain 

I endured insult and injury without complaint. 

environment 

She made the environment the top concern in her speech and 

warned against spoiling the earth. 

 

essence 

To make things better, to enjoy each other’s company, and to 

empathize are essence of humanity. 

 

essential 

The essential feature of the pen is that it writes so consistently. 

 

ethereal 

The dancer’s grace, the flowing costume, and the ethereal melody 

created the impression that she floated through air. 

 

euphoria 

She’s been euphoric since they started dating. 

 

exasperated 

She was exasperated by his teasing. 

 

exodus 

Just to be thorough, she peeks in to make sure there are no 

stragglers, or kids trying to avoid the mass exodus. 

Neal Shusterman  --  Unwind 

 

expulsion 

Her records shows expulsion from two schools. 

 

fathom -- as in:  can’t fathom 

When I look at the shift my life has made in the past eight months, I 

can’t fathom what my life will be eight months from now. 

Colleen Hoover  --  Slammed 

 

feigned 

She feigned sleep. 

 

fidget 

The child is always fidgeting in his seat 

 



flexible 

The job has flexible working hours. 

 

focus 

I find that studying in the library helps me to focus. 

 

foray 

The scientist has a successful foray into local politics. 

 

foreclose 

The lender is threatening to foreclose. 

 

foreman 

She complained to the shop foreman. 

 

genesis -- (with a lowercase "g") 

When we were first dating, a Genesis song came on the radio: "She 

seems to have an invisible touch, yeah." 

Gillian Flynn  --  Gone Girl 

 

genuine 

I am genuinely sorry for what I did. 

 

gist 

Just tell me the gist of the matter. 

 

grave -- as in:  Her manner was grave. 

Her smile disappeared as she suddenly realized the gravity of 

her situation. 

 

heathen 

He explained what he meant by telling me a story which sounded a 

little like something out of the Old Testament; but which, so Mike 

assured me, was a part of the semi-religious folklore of the inland 

Eskimos, who, alas for their immortal souls, were still 

happily heathen. 

Farley Mowat  --  Never Cry Wolf 

 

hideous 

The beast had hideous fangs. 

 

 

 

 



however 

Most college application deadlines are in January and 

February. However, early admission deadlines are around 

November and some scholarships require even earlier deadlines. 

indicate 

These maps are drawn with north to the top unless 

otherwise indicated. 

 

inquisitive 

She is an inquisitive child who always asks questions. 

 

intimidate 

I was intimidated on my first day at the job, but I’m 

comfortable now. 

 

irrelevant 

The sentence should be deleted because it introduces information 

that is irrelevant to the passage. 

 

irresponsible 

After much passing around of money Cousin Joshua was moved 

across the tracks and placed in state accommodations for 

the irresponsible, where he remained for the rest of his days. 

Harper Lee  --  Go Set a Watchman 

 

Jerusalem 

Palestinians demanded that Israel halt construction in 

East Jerusalem. 

 

Julius Caesar 

Julius Caesar was proclaimed dictator perpetuus (dictator for life). 

 

lax 

Lax safeguards contributed to the oil spill. 

 

legacy 

I had a heatstroke and that’s why I zoned in forensics and Chinese 

and didn’t rise to the bait when Diaz asked me what I thought about 

the legacy of Andrew Jackson. 

Laurie Halse Anderson  --  The Impossible Knife of Memory 

 

lethargic 

Large lunches make me feel lethargic in the afternoon. 

 



leukemia 

And he prayed that his family would be protected from the atom 

bomb disease called leukemia. 

Eleanor Coerr  --  Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 

 

lineage -- as in:  traced her lineage 

That form of cancer is traced back many generations in her lineage. 

 

listless 

he was listless and bored 

 

literal -- as in:  in the most literal sense 

She thinks the creation story in the Bible is a literal description; 

while he thinks it is poetic. 

 

ludicrous 

Though she was serious, her suggestion was so ludicrous, I couldn’t 

suppress a laugh. 

 

mandatory -- as in:  it is mandatory 

In our state, the mandatory minimum sentence for a gun crime is 

ten years. 

 

maritime 

maritime law 

 

mesmerize 

Jean Louise was mesmerized. 

Harper Lee  --  Go Set a Watchman 

 

metropolis 

The town is on it’s way to becoming a 21st century metropolis. 

 

mischievous 

She flashed a mischievous grin and threw the water balloon. 

 

monetary 

I don’t do this job for monetary reward. 

 

muster 

She mustered the courage to introduce herself. 

 



neurotic 

She is mildly neurotic, but is working at developing greater 

emotional stability. 

 

neutron 

At one time physicists thought the neutron was one of three 

elementary particles. 

 

New Testament 

The dominant message of the New Testament is to love. 

 

nonetheless 

Sometimes she gets angry and loses her temper, but I love 

her nonetheless. 

 

obliged 

He obliged her by listening attentively. 

 

oblivious 

She is oblivious to the dangers. 

 

on the other hand 

Change can be hard to deal with. On the other hand, it often 

brings opportunity. 

 

optimistic 

I’m optimistic that I’ll get into a good college. 

 

oscillate 

The needle on the meter was oscillating. 

 

pandemonium 

Pandemonium broke out after the announcement. 

 

passive 

She plays a passive role in their relationship. 

 

penance 

prayers of penance 

 

perplex 

Scientists are perplexed by the mystery. 

 



perspective -- as in:  Keep it in perspective 

She loses perspective and continually wants to change the plan in a 

manner that depends on the most recent complaint. 

 

pessimistic 

I find the pessimist to be, if not exactly pleasant, then at 

least sincere. 

Christopher Orlet 

 

phase 

It is a planned community that will be built in 5 phases. 

 

pivotal 

"You guys," Mae said, knowing she had to make this statement 

very clear, knowing this was a pivotal moment, for their own health 

and the overall health data—gathering system the Circle was trying 

to make possible. 

Dave Eggers  --  The Circle 

 

ponder 

The question the audience is left to ponder is... 

 

positive 

I’m positive I’ve seen her before. 

 

presumption 

I presumed she was an expert since she spoke so confidently. 

 

primarily 

Did the author mention multiple companies primarily to 

demonstrate diversity of solutions or to show that interest in the 

industry is widespread? 

 

principal 

The principal idea is that decisions should be made by the people 

who are most knowledgeable about specific circumstances that 

impact the decision. 

 

prologue 

Prologue:  When I was seventeen, my life changed forever. 

Nicholas Sparks  --  A Walk to Remember 

 

  



prone 

The child is prone to emotional outbursts. 

proprietor 

After 40 years of greeting guests in person, 

the proprietor is retiring. 

 

prosper 

She is prospering at school. 

 

proton 

At one time physicists thought the proton was one of three 

elementary particles. 

 

proverb 

She is a hard worker, an early riser, and fond of quoting 

the proverb, "The early bird gets the worm." 

 

psychotic 

a psychotic killer 

 

rapt 

She watched with rapt attention. 

 

recite 

She recited a poem. 

 

Red Sea 

A path opens for us, like we’re the Israelites crossing the Red Sea. 

Gayle Forman  --  Where She Went 

 

redemption 

Our dog is dirty, noisy, and ill-behaved, but her redeeming quality 

is that she is so loving. 

 

reflect 

She saw her face reflected in his sunglasses. 

 

relentless 

My headache was relentless. 

 

 

 

 



remedial 

a remedial reading course 

retch 

The smell made me retch. 

 

revert -- as in:  revert to childish ways 

When registering disapprobation, he always reverted back to her 

childhood nickname. 

Harper Lee  --  Go Set a Watchman 

 

sallow -- as in:  a sallow complexion 

The illness has sallowed her face 

 

scanty 

I had a strong suspicion, but scanty evidence. 

 

scorn 

Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned. 

 

scribe 

The scribe was expected to perform his task with purity of spirit. 

 

shrewd 

She is a shrewd negotiator. 

 

sparse 

Trees are sparse in that region. 

 

spectacle 

Marcus and his brother will enjoy such a spectacle. 

Sabaa Tahir  --  An Ember in the Ashes 

 

speculate -- as in:  don’t know, but I’ll speculate 

philosophers have speculated on the question of God for thousands 

of years 

 

spontaneous 

The group broke into spontaneous laughter. 

 

 

 

 



stifle 

These excessive rules that stifle creativity. 

stoic 

She suffered quietly, courageously, with a stoic acceptance of 

her illness. 

 

subsidy 

She subsidizes a number of young artists. 

 

suburban 

She drives from her home in the suburbs to her office downtown. 

 

swagger 

The team swaggered onto the court—full of confidence. 

 

temperate 

Northern Florida is temperate; while the south is subtropical. 

 

The Hunchback of Notre Dame 

Notre-Dame de Paris Also known as: The Hunchback of Notre 

Dame by Victor Hugo PREFACE. 

Victor Hugo  --  The Hunchback of Notre Dame 

 

theme 

The party had a 1950’s theme. 

 

theory of relativity 

The theory of relativity convinced physicists that matter and energy 

are transmutable. 

 

trace 

There was not a trace of the defendant’s DNA at the crime scene. 

 

tradition 

My family’s Thanksgiving tradition is to gather together and 

eat turkey. 

 

translucent -- as in:  translucent shower door 

I could see a vague form through the translucent glass. 

 

 

 

 



trepidation 

She began her first day at the new school with some trepidation. 

utter -- as in:  utter stupidity 

She suffered utter devastation when her child died in the accident. 

 

valedictorian 

Some think she will be valedictorian because she is so smart and 

works so hard. 

 

variation 

Scientists are worried about a new variation of the virus. 

 

vertical 

The architect used long vertical lines to pull the eye upward. 

 

volition 

She left the company of her own volition. 

 

warrant 

The company’s reputation for high-quality products is no 

longer warranted. 

 

wary 

She was taught to be wary of strangers. 

 

wistful 

Sitting in her wheelchair, she looked wistfully at the dancers. 

 

wrath 

She could hardly contain her wrath when she learned he had 

betrayed her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Walk To Remember 

Discussion Questions/The Private Victory 
 

Section 2: Questions 

 

1. Why did Landon’s classmate jump into the water even though he didn’t really want 

to?  What was his “life center”? 

2. Give examples of times people you know have been pressured to do something they 

didn’t want to do. Do not use the names of people involved.  Were their actions 

reactive or proactive?  Explain. 

3. List five obstacles Jamie faced in her life and next to each one, give specific examples 

of ways in which she followed habit #1. (Be Proactive) 

4. What principles did Jamie center her life around? 

5. Give examples of “deposits” Jamie made into her “Personal Bank Account”. 

6. Give examples of ways that Jamie followed habit #2. (Begin with the end in mind) 

7. What was Landon’s paradigm of the perfect friend/ girlfriend before he became 

involved with Jamie? 

8. Give two examples of paradigm shifts that Landon made during the story. 

9. Give 5 examples of times that Landon’s behavior was reactive, or when he 

“withdrew” from his “Personal Bank Account”. 

10. Give 5 examples of times that Landon made “deposits” into his “Personal Bank 

Account” or demonstrated proactive behaviors. 

11. Why did Landon refuse, at first, to admit to himself that he had strong feelings toward 

Jamie? 

12. What positive qualities did Landon have? 

13. What positive qualities did Jamie Have? 

14. Give examples of times that Jamie and Landon followed habit #3. (Put first things 

first) 

15. What lesson can we learn from Jamie? 

16. What lesson can we learn from Landon? 

17. What lesson can we learn from Landon’s friends? 

18. What lesson can we learn from Landon’s parents? 

19. What lesson can we learn from Jamie’s dad? 

20. Explain how the characters in the story achieved their “Private Victory”. 
 


